Detection of specific beta-globin mutations in Kurdish Jews with beta-thalassemia.
Patients with beta-thalassemia, of Kurdish extraction, were screened for the presence of two mutations, in the TATA box and in codon 44, previously discovered in this ethnic isolate. Of the 56 chromosomes analyzed, 13 were found to carry the TATA box mutation and 17 the codon 44 mutation. The result of this work provides a basis for a more efficient prenatal diagnosis program for this community.